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What is REDD

REDD stands for ‘reducing emissions from deforestation and forest 
degredation”.  REDDt is an  international mechanism under 
negotiations within the UN climate talks and other international 
forums which provide compensation to governments, communities, 
companies or individuals in developing countries for actions taken 
to Reduce Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation 
below an established reference level.

The plus relates to scope of activities qualifying for compensation. 
These includes conservation of  forest carbon stocks, sustainable 
management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks. 



- 97 % of Land in PNG is owned by customary landowners 

- Customary land ownership is recognized by the PNG Constitution (section 53) and by 
specific legislations.

- Customary landowners have ownership and user rights (recognized under customary 
law) .

- Land inheritance is along patrillineal or matrilineal lines

- Landowners have the right to veto any development on their land. They must give their 
informed consent before the project can go ahead. This process is described in specfic 
legislations- eg; Under the Forestry Act, 75% of the landowners present must give their 
consent before the logging project can go ahead. 

- Customary landowners are not allowed to sell land to outsiders.

- Any dealing with customary land for commercial purposes must be done under the 
Incorporated Land Groups (ILGS) under the Incorporated Lands Group or under Lease-
Lease Back arrangements under the Lands Act which is being abused  by different 
players.

- Any  disputes  regarding customary land ownership needs to be resolved using 
customary ways of resolving disputes in the first instance under the Land Dispute 
Settlement Act.

Land Ownership And 
Landowner Rights



Landowner Participation in Resource Development 
Projects

- Customary landowners must be consulted and must give their informed 
consent  for any resource development projects in the country. These 
projects my include forestry (Forestry Act), Mining (Mining Act), Oil & Gas 
(Oil & Gas Act).

- Proper social mapping and land investigations must be done to indentify 
the true landowners in a project area for purposes of benefit sharing and 
landowner participation in the project.

- Landowners are paid royalties for these projects and compensated for any 
damages caused to their land, waterways and environment.

-
Landowners can also be participant in any resource development projects 
through their ILGs and landowner companies and joint venture 
arrangements (although there are many problems with these 
arrangements).



• Customary landowners in PNG own all forest resources (section 46-
Forestry Act) and so must be consulted and  must give their informed 
consent for any REDD projects on their land. They should be the central 
participant in the project. 

• The landowners can participate in the project through their Incorporated 
Land Groups which is the legal mechanism for landowner participation in 
projects developed on customary land. However, the proper processes 
must be followed under the law for incorporation of ILG’s. Land owner 
companies (LANCOs) should not participate in REDD projects.

• Proper agreements must be signed by the rightful landowners after seeking 
legal advice. The agreements may provide for benefit sharing or 
participation in the project. The landowners must know the good and bad 
sides of any projects before they can decide to sign the agreements. 
Landowners can be sued in court for breach of contract and their land 
taken away from them.

• Landowners must be involved in all stages of any REDD projects. 
However, for now they should wait until the government puts in proper 
policies in place which will provide the mechanisms for establishing REDD 
projects.

-

Land Owner Participation in REDD Projects



What are the Possible Risks
- If REDD projects are designed and managed badly, there could be a number 

of negative impacts.

- Firstly, the project may fail to reduce GHG emissions and as a result 
financial payments may not be paid. This means the project partners and 
landowners may not receive any financial benefits.

- Financial payments and other benefits may not reach the landowners (forest 
communities) if corruption is a problem, and government officials and other 
project partners capture the money intended for communities.

- REDD projects could lead to human rights violations.

- REDD may result in land grabbing  and displacement of people and creating 
conflicts at the community level and among the different partners in the 
Project.





• In conclusion, while landowners stand to participate and benefit from 
REDD projects as part of the way to deal with climate problems 
there are likely problems.

• The PNG Government does not have a policy/legislation in place to 
deal with the mechanisms for establishing REDD projects and 
landowner participation as well as benefit sharing. No REDD 
projects should be undertaken until the policy and legislation is in 
place. The policy/legislation should clearly provide for the ownership 
of carbon.

• The FPIC process must be followed in REDD projects so that proper 
consents are obtained from the landowners.

monitoring that include participatory independent monitoring led by  
local civil society and that involves all stakeholders. This will 
increase transparency and inclusiveness in the design, 
implementation and review of REDDt activities. REDD provides an 
opportunity to enable governance reform.

• Establish principles and criteria for the fair distribution of benefits 
and financial incentives and ensuring that benefits are distributed 
equitably and reach local communities/landowners.

• .Establish an effective complaints and redress mechanism through 
which those affected by negative impacts of any REDD activity can 
void their concerns, infractors can be prosecuted and affected 
people provided with adequate compensation.

CONCLUSION
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